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many years Brent has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned 29 merit 
badges, but also the respect of his family, 
peers, and community. Most notably, Brent 
has shown his leadership skills by maintaining 
the role of Patrol Leader, Den Chief and Troop 
Guide. Brent also holds the rank of Tom Tom 
Beater in the Tribe of Mic-O-Say and is an Or-
deal member of the Order of the Arrow. Brent 
has also contributed to his community through 
his Eagle Scout project where he and his fel-
low Scouts and Scouters poured a concrete 
sidewalk to extend it to provide wheelchair ac-
cess to the play area, firepit and picnic table. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Brent Stark for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America 
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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Monday, May 17, 2021 

Ms. STEFANIK. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Mr. Michael Carpenter, named 
as the inaugural Education Champion by Clin-
ton Community College. 

Michael has been the president and CEO of 
The Northeast Group since 2008. Throughout 
his time with the company, his leadership and 
foresight have expanded The Northeast Group 
from a small print shop to four regional facili-
ties providing an array of printing, publishing, 
and logistics services. However, Michael’s in-
fluence and impact extends far beyond his 
business prowess. While Michael has had 
great success in the business world, he has 
also been an extremely impactful community 
leader. He currently serves on the Substance 
Abuse Prevention and Recovery of Clinton 
County Steering Committee, the Plattsburgh 
Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors, 
and the Clinton County Community Service 
Board. He has also previously served on the 
Workforce Investment Board, Strand Center 
for the Arts Board, the Literacy Volunteers, 
and Vision2Action Task Force as Chairman. 

For more than 30 years, Michael has relent-
lessly dedicated himself to helping individuals 
recover from addiction, ensuring they have 
sound and necessary support systems in 
place. In conjunction with Clinton Community 
College, Michael launched the MHAB Life 
Skills Campus, a revolutionary program to 
offer transitional housing and a community 
space for those in recovery. In an effort sup-
ported by local nonprofit agencies, this pro-
gram converted vacant dormitories into a cam-
pus where individuals can live, complete job 
training, literacy, and budgeting classes, and 
receive counseling services and drug treat-
ment. Michael’s work on this program has had 
an immeasurably positive impact on his com-
munity. He was also integral in bringing Club 
12 to Plattsburgh, offering a welcoming space 
to host and encourage those working towards 
recovery through a 12-step program. 

Michael has been an incredible advocate for 
the recovery community in the North Country. 

He has shared his personal testimony of over-
coming addiction and constantly works to sup-
port others in that same journey. On behalf of 
New York’s 21st District, I would like to thank 
Michael for his contributions to the Plattsburgh 
community and congratulate him on his inno-
vative solution turning the unused dormitories 
into a thriving community gathering space. 
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Mr. PALAZZO. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the outstanding work and dedication 
of Mrs. Nell Frisbie. 

Mrs. Janet Gynell (‘‘Nell’’) Frisbie was born 
and raised in Meridian, Mississippi. She grad-
uated from Meridian High School and attended 
the University of Southern Mississippi where 
she was a member of the Kappa Delta sorority 
and a Varsity cheerleader. 

After attending Southern Miss, Nell moved 
to New Orleans where she was employed as 
a secretary for Continental Casualty Company. 
There she met and married the late William 
(‘‘Bill’’) Frisbie, an attorney, on June 10, 1961. 
In October 1962, Nell and Bill were blessed 
with a daughter, Joellyn. 

Nell is a longtime Republican activist at the 
local, state, and national levels. She has re-
cruited and campaigned for hundreds of Re-
publican candidates at all levels of govern-
ment, including supporting her husband, Bill, 
in his candidacy for City Council and Justice 
Court Judge. 

Nell’s passion for good government started 
at a young age. As a preschooler, she at-
tended political rallies with her father. By the 
time she was a teenager, Nell was actively in-
volved in local campaigns. 

Nell has gone on to serve the Republican 
Party in almost too many ways to name. She 
was Chairman of the Hancock County Execu-
tive Committee for two terms and served two 
terms as President of the Hancock County Re-
publican Women’s Club. She has attended 
seven Republican National Conventions as a 
delegate and was on the Rules Committee at 
the 2016 Convention. 

Nell was appointed to the Mississippi Re-
publican Party Executive Committee and 
served as State President and 4th District Di-
rector for the Mississippi Federation of Repub-
lican Women. She has been invited to speak 
at Republican Women events in many states 
ranging from Georgia to California. Nell has 
had the honor of meeting former Presidents: 
Ronald Reagan, George H.W. Bush, George 
W. Bush, and former Vice President Mike 
Pence. She has worked to elect four Mis-
sissippi governors as well as many U.S. Sen-
ators and Congressmen and several state and 
local officials. 

She has a gift for grassroots activism and 
organization, using her network and leadership 
skills to organize campaign headquarters and 
orchestrate volunteer activities. If you want to 
hear a funny story, ask Nell about ‘‘delivering 
a message to Congress’’. Today we recognize 
Mrs. Nell Frisbie for her outstanding service to 
the Republican Party, the State of Mississippi 
and Hancock County. 

IN HONOR OF THE 67TH ANNIVER-
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Ms. SEWELL. Madam Speaker, on the 67th 
anniversary of the Supreme Court’s Brown v. 
Board of Education ruling, I rise to pay tribute 
to the three living students who desegregated 
universities within Alabama’s 7th Congres-
sional District, as well as Attorney Fred Gray 
who assisted and led the litigation for each of 
these students. 

Over 60 years ago today, the United States 
Supreme Court declared that the doctrine es-
tablished by Plessy v. Ferguson of ‘‘separate 
but equal’’ no longer reflected this country’s 
moral and legal principles. Officially declaring 
racial segregation in schools as unconstitu-
tional, this case established and upheld the 
American principles of racial equality and jus-
tice for all. While Brown v. Board of Education 
was a landmark decision towards a more just 
and equal America, Dr. King said, ‘‘the arc of 
the moral universe is long.’’ While this case 
blazed trails for the progression of our society, 
the legacy of Jim Crow has deep roots, mak-
ing it our responsibility to continue to fight 
against injustice. 

This year, as we honor the living, breathing 
legacy of the Brown decision, it is critically im-
portant that we pay tribute to the sacrifices 
made by the three living students who took on 
the charge of desegregating institutions of 
higher education in Alabama: Autherine Lucy 
(age 91), Wendall Gunn (age 79), and Harold 
Franklin (age 88). 

On September 4, 1952, Autherine Lucy sub-
mitted her application to the then segregated 
University of Alabama. Despite being accepted 
to the university, once the administration real-
ized that Autherine was African American, her 
acceptance was withdrawn. Autherine was al-
lowed to attend the university after receiving 
support from the community, two civil rights at-
torneys, and the Brown decision. As the first 
institution of higher education to be tested by 
the Brown decision, many believed that 
Autherine’s sacrifices set the precedent for in-
tegrating institutions of higher education, yet 
many minority students after her continued to 
fight against institutionalized segregation. 

In July 1963, 7 years after Autherine was 
admitted to the University of Alabama, Wen-
dell Gunn attempted to enroll in Florence Col-
lege, now known as the University of North 
Alabama. After being sent to the university 
president’s office, Wendell was told that he 
could not be admitted without a federal court 
order. Once again, attorney Fred Gray took on 
the case upholding his simple declaration to 
‘‘destroy everything segregated.’’ 

In January of the following year, Harold 
Franklin walked onto the campus of Auburn 
University as the school’s first African Amer-
ican student. Similarly, Harold’s enrollment to 
the university was met with strong opposition 
from those dedicated to preserving segrega-
tion within public schools despite the Brown 
decision. As a result, after ‘‘completing’’ every 
requirement to obtain his master’s degree, he 
was not able to defend his master’s thesis and 
graduate until February of 2020. 

As a proud product of Selma High School 
and its first Black valedictorian, I stand on the 
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